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THE ATROCITY OF 
TOTAL WAR 


ENERAL Montgomery says: The war began a long while ago. I 


am getting fed up with it. 
it.” 


I think it is nearly time we finished 
Mr. Harcourt-Smith in the Daily Mail (Feb. 5) says that Gen. 


Montgomery is expressing the universal sentiment that “the war has 


become an intolerable nuisance.” 


There are quite a lot of people— 
millions and millions—who were also 


Liberation by War 
A “Bitter 
Disappointment” 


HEN the Germans have to 
yield us Rome they will 
try to choke us with it. 

They will try to thrust this vast 
burden in our hands and then 
deny us the harbours we need 
to deal with it. 


That is the conclusion to be drawn 
from Alexander Clifford’s view (D. 
Mail, Feb. 1) of the capture of Rome. 

We get no harbour with Rome, but 
two million more hungry people to 
feed: for their food supply comes 
from the north. A new food supply 
will have to be organized from the 
south, And this is going to be mighty 
difficult. 

“War materials and rations for our 
own troops must have priority in the 
ships coming to Italy,” writes Clifford. 

“But you cannot simply let people 
starve. If you do, you breed disease 
and pestilence which may get among 
your own troops. You weaken the 
local labour-power which you are 
going to need. It is appalling pro- 
paganda, And in the last resort your 
own troops will not permit it, You 
will find them giving away their 
rations.” 

“LIBERA TED”—DISILLUSIONED 


“Since Rome looks like giving us 
this enormous problem, we must pre- 
pare to handle it better than we 
handled Naples and Southern Italy. 
The Italians who welcomed us in each 
town with flowers and kisses no 
longer pretertd to be enthusiastic. 

“People on the verge of starvation 
cannot help believing that our first 
duty is to bring in food, not war- 
material, The anti-Fascist politicians 
illogically hoped for a democratic 
government in the first few weeks. 

“But the bare fact is there—that 
our first experiment in European 
liberation has been a bitter dis- 
appointment to the liberated.” 

Rome won’t be easy, Clifford con- 
cludes, But a solution must be found. 
For we are going to have even bigger 
problems than this to solve before we 
are through. 

FOOTNOTE on the cost of invasion, 
provided by US War Production Chief 
Donald Nelson, in a broadcast on Feb, 


“For North Africa the total number of 
separate kinds of items ran to more than 
700,000, and we must have tremendous amounts 
of each of the 700,000. Hard fighting can chew 
up material at a terrific rate. The lass of 60 
aircraft in a taid means that 1.000 workers 
will have to work 40 hours 2 week for a year 
to replace them,”’—-Express News Service. 


A NEW MOTTO 


pHs war is a process of vast and 
painful transition: the collapse 
of old institutions and the doubtful 
emergence of new, the bankruptcy of 
habitual modes of thought and the 
half-cqnscious reaching after new 
ones. Pacifism itself is “involved in 
this great movement of change. 
Non-participation in total war, we 
now know, is largely illusory. Pacifism 
has to discover its own positive 
assertion: to discover whether it 
really believes in a society without 
war aS a going concern: to establish 
by thought the bases of such a 
society, and in act to lay the founda- 
tions of it. One sure foundation is 
a form for sincere and responsible 
discussion: “to exalt mentai and 
depress corporeal war”; which words 
of Blake might serve as the motto of 
the Peace News Fund and the Shep- 
pard Press to be. 


Contributions since Feb, 4: £23 11s. 8d. 
aes to date: £5,165 14s. 9d. 
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fed up with the war. But they were 
also fed down with it, Sa much so 
that they have ceased to exist. Some 
of them, ‘maddened by starvation, 
began to eat their dead; and were 
executed for it, 


Yes, there has been an outbreak of 
cannibalism in Kwantung, where in 
some districts between 40 per cent. 
and 50 per cent, of the whole popula- 
tion has starved to death. Says Mr. 
Stuart Gelder. reporting the terrible 
story given by Mr. Adams, the 
Chairman of the Kwangtung Relief 
Committee: “You have been moved 
during the past week by the stories 
of atrocities, This is the atrocity of 
war.” (News Chronicle, Feb. 4.) 


Ten thousand times more fearful 
than war-atrocities is the atrocity of 
war. 


Price of “Liberation” 


BEHOLD it in Europe! The dis- 
=” appointment and disillusion of 
the Italians because of what has hap- 
pened to them in consequece of their 
liberation is now openly expressed. 
“Southern Italy is starving,” says 
the Economist (Feb, 5) bluntly and 
apologizes for having echoed the 
official apologia. The New Statesman 
(Feb. 5) describes conditions in 
Sicily: 

“The cruellest indictment of our failure to 
| foresee and prepare for the food shortage is 
the startling appearance of casual prostitution 
by women whose husbands are in the Italian 
army. ‘Liberated’ women have offered their 
bodies for a tin of bully beef.” 

It is not a new story. It happened 
when, after the Armistice of 1918, 
our troops advanced into “occupied 
Germany.” This time it is happening 
and going to happen on a much 
vaster scale: but the same causes are 
producing the same effects. The 
more total the war the more total the 
effects. 


Dilemma of War 


[" is futile to argue that the real 

cause of the disaster is the 
' failure of the Allied authorities to 
remove the Fascists officials, They 
probably are corrupt, more corrupt 
than they used to be in pre-Fascist 
days, when they were by no means 


Positively boring, in fact. 


Observer’s 


| Commentary 


models of official rectitude. But in 
occupied Germany of 1918-19 the 
officials were men of narrow but 
genuine probity. They could not cope 
with the situation of 1918 then. 
How ean any officials be expected to 
cope with the situation of 1948? It 
is far worse, In 1918 the Allied 
armies advanced into territory which 
had not been fought over, Today, the 
ground is fought over; and even 
where no actual battles have been 
engaged, the centres of administra- 
tion have been reduced to rubble 
from the air. 


More fundamental still is the 
nature of total war itself which for- 
bids the diversion of any substantial 
portion of the invading nation’s 
energy or supplies to the restoration 
of normal human life for the “liber- 
ated” peoples. You cannot wage total 
war and make peace at the same 
time, however much you may deceive 
yourself into believing that you can, 


Vulgar Priorities 


YUROPE, in short, will be liber- 
ated into chaos. The idea that 
if Amgot had been firm in its attitude 
to Fascism, everything would be 
different, and much better, is fan- 
tasy.~ The fantasy probably arises 
from the fact that people have to 
believe something: to have a com- 
fortable moral hypothesis. The hypo- 
thesis is that the peoples of Europe 
have one compulsive concern: to be 
liberated from the yoke of Fascism 
under which they are groaning. 
Whereas in fact 99 in 100 of them 
merely long that the war should 
cease—anyhow, any way—and that 
they should live safely under a roof 
and have their bellies full again, 
That is not to say that it is un- 
important that some kind of working 
democracy should be restored if it can 
be restored, to Europe. But this 
comes low down on the list of the 
common man’s priorities: his concern 


KIRKCALDY : 


Hilditch Expects 
““Good Results’’ 


N0-ONE expects a big poll in the 

Kirkcaldy Burgh by-election on 
Thursday, but it is clear that much 
enthusiasm has arisen for the can- 
didates who are opposing the official 
Government line. 


Meetings held for Henry Hilditch, 
the Christian Socialist candidate, are 
well attended and good results are 
expected from the talks to the 
factory-gate audiences, groups in 
streets, and the individuals to whom 
door, to door appeals are addressed. 


Posters carry the main points of 
Hilditch’s programme and appear in 
all parts of the constituency, The 
publicity van constantly tours the 
streets, giving short addresses to 
groups of shoppers and passers-by 

Henry Hilditch, in his final addresses to the 
electors, is insisting that “unconditional sur- 
render” is a military phrase only, which holds 
out no future for the common man. Primarily 
he contends for a clear statement of the objec- 
tives for which the Government is fighting. 
He believes that that would do much to clarify 
the whole political issue. But he insists that 
only on a peace by agreement between the 
common people can a stable future be built. 

Therefore, against the sterile policy of ‘“‘no 
party politics,” he calls for a renewal of in- 
dividual political responsibility. He insists 
that such a political renascence is the only 
possible forerunner to a recovery of sound 
moral: principles in men’s dealings with each 
other. 

Offers of help and money are still required 
and should be sent to the Agent, Domalq Port, 
71 High St., Kirkcaldy, Fife. 


is with simpler and more elemental 
things—the pangs of hunger and of 
cold and how to be rid of them, and 
the dream of being modestly secure 
once more, It is not Fascism he 
longs to be liberated from, but suffer- 
ing. And the “liberation” which not 
merely prolongs but intensifies his 
suffering: is a diabolical fraud. 


“Army of Locusts” 
¢ 

(THERE is no reason to believe that 

it is in the power—or the inten- 
tion—of the Allied armies anywhere 
to make “liberation’. anything other 
than a hollow fraud. With every 
additional square mile of Europe that 
is “liberated” the knowledge spreads 
in Europe—that “liberation” only 
means an increase of suffering, and 
that “conditions of life in Northern 
Italy under German occupation are 
better than they are in southern Italy 
under Allied occupation” (Economist, 
Feb, 5). That means disillusion also 
for the men in the armies of libera- 
tion. They will meet a sullen popu- 
lation whose apathy will have in it 
more hostility than friendliness. 
How can it be otherwise? 


(CONTINUED ON BACK PAGE) 


THE PRICE OF RESISTANCE 


FORMER French university 

professor, M. Vallé, who-has 

been working in the French 
underground movement, broadcast (in 
the Forces programme) an _illumin- 
ating account of his experience. We 
take the following extracts from the 
text published in The Listener, Jan. 
Mee 


“As one went into the work one 
began to realize all the bitter ugliness 
of one’s lot. Secrecy is the first point. 
Your whole life becomes a lie... . In 
fact by all reputable standards you 
have fallen from your old self. 

“Talk about_ unprofessional con- 
duct! We used young girls as liaison 
agents, we took advantage of the 
courage and devotion and discretion 
too of many women: and all within 
that dark framework. 


“We trained young people to think 
nothing of killing, killing that might 
resemble assassination more than 
war, we trained them to forge identity 
papers, to use false ration books, to 
lose all sense of traditional decency; 
and we never lost awareness of the 
problem it would de after the war to 
make our outlaws again into a 
civilized democratic community: 
which T think is likely to involve a 
transition period of strong. discipline. 


* * * 


“We had to sacrifice individual 
good and our own moral self-regard 
to a ruthless ideal... . We under- 
ground workers are a small minority. 


The rest will come to us when the 
risks become normal and honourable. 
Officers have seldom been keen, 
mostly letting us know that they would 
be with us—later. 


“Babbitt. the American symbol of 
universal middle-class, Babbitt might 
be a Gaulliste, but he would never be 
a resister. Nor would we find resisters 
among the Forsytes. Hence it is 
that the people whose life is not 
hedged in by codes and conventions, 
workmen, peasants, are the core of 
our resistance. 


“J+ have read in otherwise well-in- 
formed articles published here re- 
cently that the French peasants have 
become wealthy and reactionary. I 
have worked with French peasants 
for two years and I would say the 
strange truth is that they have become 
wealthy but not reactionary. The 
institution of the maquis or bush- 
camps for runaway workmen has 
allowed the peasant to redeem him- 
self from his profiteering, black-mar- 
keting habits, and he has risen to the 
ececasion magnificently. 


“The best-fed people in France 
nowadays are not the town pvlutocrats, 
but the cutlawed_ resisters. The 
brotherhood and solidarity which we 
find everywhere is what recompenses 
us for our peculiar work and puts 
warmth into our bleak lives.” 

That last piece of information may turn out 
to have great significance. It contains, im 
potentiality, the final supersession of the whole 
Russian theory of Communist revolution. The 
non-reactionary Kulak is a mew phenomenon: 
may be, even now, the nursery of the revo- 
lution beyond Communism. 


Now for a picture of a different 
world—a broadcast by Canon Cockin, 
of St. Paul’s, extracted from the same 
number of The Listener. 


“Everybody knows something has 
gone radically wrong with’ our 
standards of common honesty. We 
have all met it in one form or 
another: tampering with parcels and 
luggage on trains, pilfering from the 
works or the canteen or the shop;. 
somebody even started pinching the 
lights off our Christmas tree outside 
St. Paul’s. And on the large scale 
there are shameful frauds by men in 
high positions with big Government 
contracts. We are all tainted... 


“There is a great deal of talk about 
this new order of society. . . Let us be 
clear about one thing. There is just 
no hope at all of establishing any 
order of this kind, if in our personal 
dealings, in those areas of our lives 
over which we can exercise some con- 
trol we are playing fast and loose 
with standards which we know per- 
fectly well were, a generation ago, 
regarded as binding upon the average 
decent, self-respecting man and 
woman. We are simply undermining 
the foundations on which any such 
order can ever be built.” 


The gulf is visible and yawning. The Canon 
of St. Paul’s ang the French university. pro- 
fessor start from the same level; yet the 
Frenchman moves into a different moral 
dimension Canon Cockin’s Christianity is 
unutterably superficial, utterly irrelevant to 
M. Valle’s experience. 

A Forsyte would never be a resister. Canon 
Cockin is a Forsyte—a good thing in its way 
and in its time. But the gulf between him and 
M. Valle is the guif which yawns between 
Britain and Europe. 
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THE ‘“‘V” SIGN 


“IN sheer barbarity,” writes Gen. 
Fuller, 


“we can advance no 
further.” The process of advance to 
the limit of sheer barbarity in the 
actual technique of wartime involves 
an unparalleled extension of its 
effects in space. Total war is, by 
inward necessity, global war. All the 
great Powers must be invoived in it. 
To stand out is to be the destined 
victim of the victor. 


By the same token the massive 
casualties of this war are in the far 
corners of the globe. Massive, 
indeed. Millions of deaths in India: 
Millions in China. Deaths not by 
bomb, but by starvation: not by 
destruction, but by disease. Last 
time the famines and the pestilences 
followed after the war; this time they 
are during the war part of its texture 
of global death, Nor will they be 
stopped. Famine in India; famine in 
China—these are not, for all the 
authorities say, under control. The 
wave ebbs for a moment, but another, 
greater is behind, There is not left 
the human strength in Bengal or 
Kwangtung to set the forces of life 
in motion again—to till the fields, to 
harvest the crops, to perform the 
primaeval motions on which human 
life depends. Death is winning. 


And Death will go on winning. 
Every day that is spent in the effort 
towards “victory” is a day lost in the 
fight against Death. Death cries 
aloud to the whole wide world: “He 
who is not against me is with me.” 
The Roman legions, when they 
advanced, bore eagles in front of 
them! . The legious of total war bear 
vultures: the vultures that are feed- 
ing on the dead of Bengal and Kwan- 
tung. 


The Far East is far, say the 


politicians. The Far Hast is on our 
doorstep today and is knocking 
already at the door. We have the 


drugs, says the scientists; we know 
how to fight disease. There is nothing 
in all their pharmacopzea that can 
fight the death that creeps from a 
million rotting corpses—and yet a 
million—and yet another. No drug 
ean fight this streaming death; only 
the will and energy of millions of 
men and women who have the imagin- 
ation and the courage to abandon the 
service of Death and turn themselves 
to the service of Life again. 

“We cannot do it. Total war for- 
bids. We cannot feed Bengal; we 
cannot feed China; we cannot feed 
Itaky—not if we are to have our 
victory.” 


True, But, remember, your victory 
is Death’s victory: not over the name- 
less, unnumbered victims of famine 
and pestilence in the far, far East, 
but. Death’s victory over you. He will 
win, He is winning all the while. 
You, battering your way to victory, 
are battering down your own defences 
against him. Using: up the strength 
of the world, which you vainly dream 
to be inexhaustible, so that it will 
have nothing left with which to resist 
Death. Battering down the fortress 
of the divine imagination in your- 
selves, so that there will be nothing 
left to nourish the will to fight for 
Life. 

he wave of death which mechan- 
ized Man has set in motion travels 
round the world, and returns to him, 
reduplicated. It is washing round 
the fortress of Europe: that castle of 
sand. Southern Italy is melting. 
The patch of gangrene spreads over 
the body of Europe, behind your 


“victory.” And it will spread. Your 
eagles are vultures—V! Under that 
sign, you will conquer. And Death 


will conquer through you, and Death 
will conquer you. 
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Hf. P. FOWLER, replying to the suggestion (made by the Editor of 
the Catholic Herald in Peace News, Jan. 21) that it would be better 
for pacifists to “concentrate on achieving a Christian and just peace’’ 
than to demand a negotiated peace, says 


S it is one thing to recognize the 

importance of a strategy to 

which the pacifist movement 
may subscribe, but quite another 
thing to formulate it, Mr, de la 
Bedoyere’s generous contribution is 
especially welcome, 

To some, his admission that “of 
itself war is productive of nothing 
except further disorders” will give 
an atmosphere of unreality to any 
further discussion. But admirers of 
“Christianity in the Market Place” 
will not dismiss its author’s argu- 
ments lightly, even though they may 
share my difficulty in understanding 
how “genuine negotiation” is to be 
achieved either now or in the ascer- 
tainable future, or why “complete 
victory” is the necessary pre-requisite 
of a just and Christian peace. Never- 
theless, it seems to me indisputable 
that pacifists should work primarily 
and directly for the sort of peace 
Mr. de la Bedoyere has in mind. 


TRUE BASIS OF PEACE 


Despite this measure of agreement, 
I do not think that the pacifist move- 
ment ean accept Mr. de la Bedoyere’s 
suggestions without challenge. Ulti- 
mately any accepted peace formula 
has to be provided by the daily 
routine of our lives and, at this level, 
the great bloe of practising Chris- 
tians is not noticeably different from 
the even greater bloc of non-practis- 
ing Christians, 

In other words, much as we may 
welcome the supra-national moral 
authority of the Pope, much as we 
may support “peace in justice, recon- 
ciliation, and charity” (which formula 


incidentally, is by no means assured 
of popular or official support), we 
eannot but be conscious of the 
hiatus between the requirements of 
peace and genera] understanding of 
these requirements. It may yet be 
that this lack of understanding will 
cause millions of Christians to tear 
each other to pieces as effectively as 
as world civil war now sets nations 
of them at each other’s throats. 
Therefore we can go all the way 
with Mr. de la Bedoyere in “working 
up a great bloe of men and women 
who understand the causes of war.” 
We can be glad that there is a fairly 
general examination of some of these 
causes and that even capitalist in- 
dustrialism is suspect — although 
mainly because its reckless and 
wholesome gambles with life and land 
have been ineffectual in the creating 
of peace, But we know also that this 
sort of questioning has been wide- 
spread for at least fifty years, while 
the better, fuller life, for which the 
early socialists worked so selflessly, 


has been outmoded by _ nihilistic 
yetrogression. 

POSITIVE REPLY WANTED 
Understanding is not enough. 


What is required is a positive reply- 
in-action to these causes of war, And 
what positive or in any way distinctive 
reply is given by the men and women 
of good will who understand the 
causes of war? They have defaulted. 

J submit therefore that the. 
pacifist’s major lapse is not when he 
fails to combine with other forward- 
looking minorities, but when he fails 
to attempt the distinctive contribu- 


LETTERS to 
Finding A Bridge 


T HAVE to thank you for publish- 

ing a recent letter of mine to 
the Scotsman as your leading article 
(PN, Jan. 28). 

It may seem to some people incon- 
gruous that a soldier should feel 
gratified to see his views dissemin- 
ated by a newspaper whose policy is 
anti-war. I do not share that view. 


My own feeling is that there will 
be no ‘progress towards a happier 
world until the people of the world 
realize that there is always a bridge 
—if they care to search for it— 
between their various and widely 
different points ox view. ‘So leng as 
men—and especially _ politicians— 
condemn minorities because they 
hold a different point of view. Hitlers 
and little Hitlers will continue to 
exist. We must find the common 
denominator or perish. 

I am delighted that you, as a 
pacifist, and I, as a soldier, can fight 
together for tolerance and peace and 
understanding. 

Good luck to you and your readers 
—may they grow in number, for your 
weapons are the only non-destructive 
weapons in this martial world. 


WILLIAM DOUGLAS HOME 
Captain, Royal Armoured Corps. 


Travellers Club, S.W.1. 
Silly, Unpleasant 


May I express my whole-hearted appreciation 
of Mr. de la Bedoyere’s generous and friendly 
piece of advice to pacifists, in what was, to me, 
the most encouraging Peace News for months? 
I have always thought that the “Armistice 
Now” campaign was misconceived. For one 
thing we most certainly shan’t get armistice 
how or any sooner than the war lords choose 
for anything that pacifists may do about it, 
and to go on pressing for it only makes us 
look silly. And for another, to invade the 
political field would involve us (if only in- 


directly) in all sorts of unpleasant casuistries 
and opportunisms to persuade our spiritual 
opponents to adopt our political exnedients for 
the wrong reasons. Sure y it is better, at a 
time when our acts can at best be only nega- 
tive, to concentrate on inculeating the spirit 
that lies behing our refusal of war, fighting 
our own kind of battle on our own ground, so 
that when sanity. becomes again relatively 
practical politics we may have some energies 
and some reputation left for preventing the 


next war. 
MICHAEL HEWLETT 
Shipton under Wychwood, Oxford. 


In view of the many claims on our very limited 
sPace, correspondents are urged to keep their 
letters under 250 words. 


the EDITOR 
Bloodthirsty Sex 


.It would appear that ‘Observer’ has been 
rather slow in realizing that women are less 
pacific and more war-minded than men. Some 
of us have been sure of this for years. It is a 
pleasing characteristic of youth to credit the 
“fair sex’ with virtues which they never 
possessed. All considered, we would not have 
it otherwise. But it is a delusion! P 

When women were given the vote, we 
dreamed that they would swing anti-war every 
time. We know now that as a sex they are 
more bloodthirsty than men. 

TOM WILDMAN 


26 Central Av., White Hills Estate, 
Northampton. 


Nationalism 


According to “Observer” (PN, Jan. 21), 
true Polish nationalism means a “‘praiseworthy 
desire to preserve the national ethos.” A 
Christian or a Buddhist ethos is readily intelli- 
gible, but what is a national one? All the 
great ideas and experiences of life—religion, 
truth, justice, freedom, death, love, art, music, 
etc.—are relevant to humanity, not to a par- 
ticular nation, and variations even of trivial 
customs and manners are local or socia) rather 
than national. It would seem that a national 
ethos is merely that form of mentality (pro- 


duced by educational media, including distorted 
history) which gratifies many individuals by 
assuring them that they are members of a 
rather wonderful nation which when engaged 
in a big war is invariably justified. World 
peace can hardly result from the cult of the 


national ethos. 
F JOHN NIBB 
BM/JONIB, London, W.C.1. 


Passing it on 


There must be many members of the Peace 
Pledge Union who, like myself, are unable to 
do any active work for the Movement, except 
by taking five or six extra copies of Peace 
News each week,(and sending them to their 
non-pacifist acquaintances. 

It may, therefore, encourage some friends as 
it did me, to hear quite unexpectedly the other 
day, that three of the recipients of my Peace 
News had been passing on their copies, each 
week for some months, to friends who had 


asked for them. 
IDA BARCLAY 
8 Windmill Av., Ewell. 


German’s Tribute to 
‘Tommy’s’ Humanity 


“A German prisoner now safe in 
British hands has written home to say 
that he owes his capture to his com- 
manders and his life to the humanity 
of the British soldier,’’ reported the 
E. News, Feb. 2. 


The news was from Reuter’s correspondent 
with the Eighth Army, who added that the 
prisoner said “‘If it goes on like this we'll all 
come home again fit and well.” 


‘Thanks, Mr. dela Bedoyere, but- 


tion to the peace structure which the 
war supporter precludes himself 
from making. 

I; is far from my contention that we paci- 
fists ware successful in making our rightful 
contribution ; personally I even find it hard to 
be certain what form it should take. But that 
it must be an attempt here and now to form 
the beginnings of a dignified social order which 
can live without recourse to exploitation and 
war seems to be a quite inescapable conclusion, 


THE CHIEF NEED 


Clearly the prime need is to achieve some 
large-scale peace within which the foundations 
of more equitable and harmoniously adjusted 
national societies may be laid. And when war 
is torturing the national societies into shapes 
remote from—and antagonistic to—Christian 
societies, must not our first duty be to stem 
that process? 

In this context Mr. de la Bedoyere’s demand 
for a just peace looks like an abstraction. 
Maybe a just peace will come some day, but it 
is hard to see how it can be contemporaneous 
with the cessation of hostilities, no matter on 
what or whose terms they are ended. To end 
the conflict; to release energy for the building 
of the sort of society that men and women of 
good will desire, seems to me to be not only 
in line with pacifist doctrine, but also consis- 
tent with the promptings of reason. 

For pacifists to avoid the burning contro- 
versies of war is one thing; to exchange them 
for a brotherhood of peace builders which can 
express itself only in a distant idealism seems 
akin to forsaking the little bit of substance of 
our birthright for much shadow. 


KRISHNAMURTI 


“You say you are angry when 
you hear of injustice, Is it because 
you love humanity, because you 
are compassionate? Do com- 
passion and anger dwell together? 
Your anger cannot alter injustice 
or cruelty; it can only do harm. 
To bring about order in the world 
you yourself have to be thought- 
ful, compassionate, The world is 
but an extension of the individual. 
Until we understand this and alter 
ourselves radically and profoundly, 
the mere change of outer circum- 
stances will not bring peace in the 


world.” 
TALKS IN 1940 
2s. 6d, post free. 
The Star Publishing Agency, 


29 Park Lane, Wembley, Middlx. 


you should have all these 


CLASSICS OF NON- 
VIOLENCE 


CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE Thoreau 
LETTER ;TO A HINDU Tolstoy 
THREE ESSAYS Gandhi 


MORAL EQUIVALENT TO WAR 
; William James 
Sixpence each (postage 1d.) 
2s. the set (post free) 


P P U BOOKSHOP 
6 Endsleigh Street, W.C.1. 


| VICTORIES WITHOUT VIOLENCE 


latest edition. 
- 68 stories of bravery, collected by 
A. Ruth Fry. Post free 2s, 2d., 
or 6 copies for 10s. 


AN INTERNATIONAL FORCE > 
1d, each. 9d. per doz., 7s, per 100. 


WAR, ITS CAUSES AND CURE 


2d. each, 1s. 10d. per dozen, 
14s, per 100, 


To be obtained from 
A, RUTH FRY, 
Thorpeness, Suffolk. 


QUESTIONS TO C.0.s 


(2d.; 3d. post paid) 


TROUBLESOME PEOPLE 


(6d.; 74d. post paid) 


C.B.C.0., 6 Endsleigh St., 
—al _  e 


WANDSWORTH BOROUGH 
ESPERANTO INSTITUTE 


Foundation Meeting 
on Wednesday, Feb. 9th, at 7 p.m., at the 
Wandsworth Technical Institute, 
High Street, S.W.18 


Particulars (24d. stamp) from Hon. Org., 
W. J. Brigden, W249, 125 Drakefield Rd., 
Tooting, S.W.17. 


| RENOUNCE WAR ANDO! WILL NEVER | 


SUPPORT GR SANCTION ANOTHER 


This pledge, signed hy each member, is 
the basis of the Peace Fiedge Union. Send 
YOUR pledge to 


P.P.UL HEADQUARTERS 
Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh Se, WC? | 


THE SPIRIT OF | 
RESISTANCE 


MHE struggle in Denmark is of particular 

interest to those pacifists who are seriously 
concerned to know what light will be thrown 
on non-violent action by the resistance move- 
ments in Europe. It is too early for detailed 
evidence on which to base final judgments, but 
not too soon to sketch some of the salient 
points, 

Denmark did not fight, partly because Den- 
mark was a peaceful if not altogether a pacifist 
nation, and partly because as a distinguished 
pacifist lady explained to me in Copenhagen 
in 1938 “even our few militarists do not believe 
it is possible to defend five hundred and twenty 
five islands by force of arms simultaneously.” 
Denmark did not therefore surrender to the 
invader, but retained a higher degree of auto- 
nomy than any other occupied country, win- 
ning an overwhelming victory over the pro- 
Nazi groups in the elections last March. 


There has no doubt been some sabotage. But 
probably more typical of Danish resistance is 
the moving story of Kaj Munk as it emerges 
from the brief obituary in The Times Literary 
Supplement, Jan. 15. Munk was poet, priest, 
and patriot. In 1936 he wrote a play con- 
demning the Italian attack on Abyssinia. In 
1938 he published a play on German anti- 
Semitism. Since the occupation, “in the teeth 
of the censorship,” he published a patriotic 
play and a book of uncompromising sermons. 
“From. first to last,’ says the report, “he was 
a man who admitted no compromise and he 
paid for his outspokenness with his life.” He 
was shot on Jan. 4. 

What else will come out of Europe during 
this struggle? Dorothy Woodman has produced 
an interesting preliminary survey of the resist- 
ance movements (‘“‘Europe Rises,’ Gollancz. 
As. 6d.) which is described by the Manchester 
Guardian as “extremely interesting as a study 
in the methods by which a population can 
embarrass a foreign tyranny armed with the 
resources dnd the ruthlessness of the Nazis” 
and which—significantly enough—“brings out 
the .great part played by the Churches in 
keeping up the spirit of resistance.” 

The two points of inlerest to pacifists are 
these: What non-military forms has the spirit 
ef resistance to injustice found? How far 
have these concrete cases fallen short of the 
ideals which would guide pacifists in similar 
circumstances ? 

There is room for much earnest thought on 
the question of the pacifist method of struggle 
when negotiation breaks down, and ihe imme- 
diate concern of the Non-Violence Committee 
is to stimulate thought of this kind. 

One thoughtful contribution will soon be 
available in print. Constance Braithwaite has 
revised her paper “Are Strikes a Pacifist 
Method?” and it will shortly be published as 
a pamphlet. “Non-Violence and the PPU,” an 
agreed report by the Non-Violence Committee, 
will also. be released for group study and dis- 
cussion in the immediate future. Meanwhile 
groups ¢r individuals are invited 10 write to 
the Committee for any further information 
they may require,,or if they would be able to 
undertake research work into some of these 


problems. 
ROY WALKER 


400 Weeks’ Service 


VHRHIS is the 406th issue of Peace News, There have been times (since the 
i war began, at any rate) when its existence seemed so precarious that 
we did not expect to reach this milestone. But, in fact, we have kept up this 
service without a break. 


That the paper is felt to meet a need is shown by the support of regular 
readers and the routine work of hundreds of voluntary distributors to back 
up our efforts. Without these, this 400th issue would never have appeared. 


Its publication finds Peace News once again with an increasing circula- 
tion. New readers are trying it. Many regular readers are paying for 
“4yrial subscriptions” (2s. for three months) for friends. 

But we want, still more readers. The devoted work that has brought us thus far on our 
journey needs to be intensified and extended, if we are to reach another kind of milestone— 
the 20,000 circulation which our paper supply would permit. Please help us to reach it as 
quickly as possible. : i a 

With this 400th issue, too, Humphrey S, Mocre—who helped to found Peace News in 
June 1986, and edited it until] May 1940, when he became Assistant Editor—retires from the 
Staff to take up an appointment as a sub-editor in Fleet St. 

“It is a great wrench,” he writes, “‘to part from pacifist co!leagues. But if I have been 
of some service to the cause, I am glad, and grateful to have been allowed the rare privi-ege 
of working full-time for it for so long.”” Humphrey Moore (who is a member of the National 
Council of the PPU) remains a Director of Peace News Ltd. 

* * 

Don’t forget that orders for next week’s PN, which will have SEX PAGES, must be in 


* * * 


by first post on Tuesday. 


Archbishop of York on Our 


“First Duty”’ 


Our first duty (said the Archbishop 
of York on Feb, 4), even before war 
ended, was to feed the people of the 
occupied countries. Starvation and 
oppression combined might very 
easily sweep away the remains of 
civilization in those countries, and we 
might have complete and absolute 
chaos. 


HIOW urgent our duty is can be 
** yvealized from an account in the 
Catholic (Herald (Feb. 4) based on 
“the latest reports on the health 
situation in Belgium to reach 
London”: 


‘Under-nourishment caused by the lack of 
meat, fat, and eggs is having increasingly 
serious effects on the condition of young child- 
ren, as well as on adolescents and adults. 
Expectant and nursing mothers are the chief 
victims of the present @ifficulties.” 


Among adolescents 76% are anaemic. The 
report gives detailed ration-figures for the 
orphanages, where accurate statistics can be 


compiled, showing that the children’s consump- 
tion of fais is only one-fifth of the indispens- 
able minimum, while “‘their daily consumption 
of secondary foods does not exceed 35 grammes 
{one and a quarter ounces), i.e. 24% of the 
required normal quantity.” 

Three move Swedish ships have 
been seconded to relief service to 
Greece, although the cargoes they 
will carry involve no further con- 
cessions, They are (according to Mr. 
Foot; in the Commons on Feb, 1):— 


1. “Saggat”’—dlready en route to Greece 


from Canada. 


2. “Pedro Christopherson” — “expected to 
leave Sweden in the immediate future” to load 
in Argentine ‘“‘a cargo of wheat from stocks 
given to the Greek Government by Argentina.” 

3. “Virginia”—-Also leaving Sweden shortly, 
carrying “2,000 tons of salt fish, and 200 tons 
of dried milk, the gift of the Swedish Govern- 
ment” direct to Greece, after which she “will 
probably be employed in the local distribution 
of relief from Piraeus to other centres.” She 
is intended to replace the “Camelia,” which 
recently sustained damage .at Salonika and 
wiil take some time to repair. 


In the course of the same reply (to a ques- 
tion by Sir Thos. Moore) Mr. Foot had ‘‘nothing 
to add" on the general question of the despatch 
of foodstuffs to German-occunied countries. 


Support For Self-Rationing 


Ten people, writing from Sheffield, 
have expressed “whole-hearted” sup- 
port” for the idea of “a league of 


self-rationing individuals . . . in order 
to help the starving.” It was sug- 
gested by Margaret Bradish, of 


95 Park Rd., London, W., in a letter 
in Peace News, Jan. 21. 


CIVILIAN BONDS 


Like Canada, whose Series B Dominion Y,oan 
Bords we reported on nearly a year ago, the 
United States provides for the small investor 
who does not want his loan to be used for 
warlike purposes. 

By Oct. 27, 1943, “a total of 3,009,929 dols. 
had been subscribed in “Civilian Bonds,’’ those 
United Stateg Government bond issues not 
designated as war bonds, 2,169,442 dols. of 
this had heen subscribed by Mennonites, said 
The Reporter (National Service Bureau of 
Religious Ohbjectors, semi-monthly), Nov. 15. 
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MR. CHURCHILL’S 
ORANGES 


In news-reel pictures of Mr. 
Winston Churchill’s homecoming, it 
was to be seen that among his per- 
sonal luggage were two crates of 
oranges, 


yj EW will begrudge Mr. Churchill, recently 
an iinvalid, his orarges. 


It may even be supposed that national 
leaders, popularly pictured as carrying on their 
shou'ders most of the burdens of war, need 
extra vitamins from time to time. A little 
something some others haven’t got may he 
considered as reward for duty done. 

Who shall complain then if the fruits of 
office take a liberal and citrous form? There 
are no difficulties about that when one is on 
the right side of the British blockade, Even 
supernumerary vitamins can he accorded 
passage. 

* + * 


Yet it does not do to gaze at Mr. Churchibhl’s 
oranges too long. As in a film, the close-up 
fades; another scene appears, and one per- 
ceives a different picture, in which these sou- 
venirs, still in the foreground, seem appreciably 
less amusing. 


The change is geographical. For we are now 
on the other side, the wrong side, of the 
blockade. By some trick of the sympathetic 
imagination we are seeing through the eyes of 
a child. He is a Belgian child, and he is 
hungry. 


Those oranges look different now: larger 
and curiously symbolic. Perhaps they are not 
oranges at all, but simply essential vitamins. 
Perhaps they are just a token of hope, a 
barrier between life and death, a passport for 
escape from the dim tragic world of mal- 
nutrition and disease ... 


Does the child reach out? There is nothing 
for his hands to grasp. It is a mirage only. 
They are Mr. Churchill’s oranges, 
A.B. 


WORDS OF PEACE—59 


a No Clear Issue: 


Taylor Caldwell wrote in “Dynasty of 
Death” of the American Civil War 
of 1861:: 

OU see only one clear issue, but 
there are many in this war 

. . It is compounded of all 

the ignorance and jealousy and 
hate and greed and stupidity in our 


| country today ... the idealists aren’t 


free from blame either, for they have 
fomented ill-feeling and have frothed 
all over the place over problems they 
know nothing about. It is easy to be 
virtuous about your neighbour's fail- 
ings when you haven't the slightest 
idea of his. reason for these so-called 


failings. 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


TERMS: Cash with order, except 
for series bookings. Copy by Menday. 
2d. per word, minimum 2s. 6d. (Box 
Wo. 6d. extra.) Address fot Box No. 
teplies: Peace News, 3 Blackstock 
Rd., N.4, 


Owing to _pressure on 
reserve the right to hold over adver- 


cleanest, 


FOR SALE AND WANTED 
LAMB BRAND Typewriter Ribbons, 


postage paid; 10s. three: 18s. 6d. six. 
Name models, colours. 
space we|Sons, 15 Prospect Pl., Preston. 


“INDIA: Who 


gives striking facts concerning Indian 
By C. 

Owen. 
(including postage) from D. Owen, 6 
Mount St., Manchester 2. 


NEW PAMPHLETS, with Poems. 
No. ft on Penal Reform, with intr. by 
Stuart. Morris; No. II ‘Still Towards 
Democracy,” by Alan Hadfield, M.A. 


conditions. 
and Douglas 


clearest, longest, 8s. 6d. 


Hardman and 


Literature, etc., continued 


is Responsible?” HOTEL STAFF. 
H. Wilson, M.P., 
4d. per copy rooms). Live in or out. 


and tips to right couple. 


Herts 


Situations Vacant continued 


Required, married 
couple or.two friends to assist genet- 
ally in small country hotel 
Good wages 
Apply Man- 
ager, Foxton Hall Hotel, nr. Royston, 


IN PEACEFUL locality in Lanca- 
shire, man wanted to lend a hand on 
market garden ang farm run by paci- 


SITUATIONS AND WORK WANTED 


ACCOUNTANT, ex-gaol C.0O., pre- 
pares all forms of accounts, audits, 
income tax returns etc. Box 287. 


C.0., 26, RECOVERING from itl- 
ness, desires situation London area. 
Box 307. 

C.0.° (29), EDUCATED, 3 years 
mixed farming as pupil and assistant. 
Go anywhere, either mixed or special- 
ised branch farming. Box 306, 


(18 bed- 


r fhe : NEEDY C.O., requiring eggs regu-|Cantab, Post free 1s. 4d. each.|fist family. Must be interested, will- . 
tisements and to limit the frequency larly (health reasons), wants buy|Northern Lights Press, 16 Park Pde.,} in 1A le: a and ready to work with SSUUREACUOS MOS for domesticated 
of continuing advertisements . eg Lys Me lady unable to obtain house, Daughter 

2 cheaply 4 laying pullets or hens. Box | Harrogate, enthusiasm, and take over some re-|11] years, furniture. Fond of children 
When corresponding with PN about} 302. . sponsibiliti¢és. Live in, all conveni-j]s w f r; 4 
; j QUAKERISM. Information and : f -W. preferred. Box 305. 
an advertisement, quote its first} OUR 1944 Seed Catalogue now] jiterature respecting the Faith and|ences, interview arranged. Box 310. 
words, classifieation, and date. ready. Write for your copy. Rule,|P-actice of the Religions Society of LAKE DISTRICT Forestr MISCE 

————— | Seedsman, Newman St., Shirley,|Frmends, free on application to the munity now has vacancy for pcihee EO 

ACCOMMODATION Southampton. Friends’ Home Service Committee.| member. Housekeeper also required.| FEB. 14. Frederick Bowman v. 
THE COUNTRYMAN and Sussex]Friends' House, Euston Rd., London, Large furnished house with all con- Grierson (18B lawsuit), High Court, 
ANGLESEY. The House of Rest:|County Magazine. Would anyone|N.W.1. ' Iveniences. Box 299. Strand, London, 11 a.m. 290 West- 


.All seeking New Life 
Modern amenities, Beautiful sur- 
roundings, Write particulars: Secre- 
tary, Brynhyfryd, Beaumaris. 
DERBYSHIRE HILLS. Food Re- 
form Vegetarian Guest. House for 
happy holidays or restful recupera- 


are welcome. 
z Mrs. 


to 


WAR 


foreign 


taking these pass them on half price 


Storrington. 


NATIONAL would welcome gifts of 
stamps, 
on behalf of W.R.I. funds. 


Parsons, Little Birches, 


RESISTERS’ INTER- 
Luneh Hour 


subsequent sale} Strachan 


Any such 


for 


MEETINGS, etc. 


EDUCATIONAL REFORM. 
address 


Education Council), Tues., Feb. 15, at 


MAN WANTED 


A|drive van. 
by James| Lid., “Kingsmead,” 
(Secretary to the Friends | Sussex. 


immediately for 
general market garden work, able to 
Sackville Food Growers, 
E, Grinstead 


MEDICAL Assistant required with 


bourne Park Rd., London, W.11. 

GROUP MEDITATION (London), 
Yoga and Heard-Huxley | theories. 
Active proponents, write Bragg, Mer- 
ville, 105 Tulse Hill, S.W.2. 


INSTITUTE PSYCHOLOGY, Ken- 
sington. Lectures every Tuesday 7 


tion; all modern comforts, A, and K.|ifts received with gratitude. Please|1.20 p.m. at Friends House, Euston|view to partnership. Apply Dr. i i ial i 
S. Ludlow, The Briars, Crich, Matlock|Send to the War Resisters’ Inter-|Rd., N.W.-1. Harold Thomas, St., Clare, Merthyr Auctions (Che attatinne ai veckeee 
(pistol ei peruse: Tel. Ambergate eee 11 Abbey Rd. Enfield,} yy yy BRAILSFORD on “Repara-| Tydfil. Western 8935 , 
: iddlesex. ; C pa : 
4 , f tions and the Future Peace,” Kings-| MILK Roundsman or Woman to i cy 
FOR ALL properties to be let or £2,250 FREEHOLD, midway Bridg-|way Hall, W.C.2) Fri., Feb. 18, at} milk and arene produce aideebeticg Nemaineieaiaien, ee eo ae 
sold in N.W. London and Districts, | water-Taunton. Small modernized};.10 p.m. Admission free. National round with Ford car, Good wages to}eyes; manipulative massage: water 


apply to McCraith and Brooks, Auc- 
tifneers and Surveyors, 44 Market 
Place, N.W.11. (Speedwell 9888, 5 
lines), who will give special attention 
to the requirements of pacifists. 
LARGE Furnished Room to let, N. 
London; low rent in exchange for 
little help with two children. Box 298. 


TWO Bedsitting Rooms, single or 


paddocks. 


Somerset, Farmhouse, 
bath, kitchen, dairy. scullery, C.H.W. 
Water supply by modern force pump 
to 140 gallons storage tanks. 


all 24 acres approx. 
gardening, pig breeding, calf rearing, 
Double garage. 
tiled outbuildings. 
Tithe redemption 16s. 2d. p.a. 


8 recep:, 4 bed..| Peace Council. 


be Conscripted? 


born Hall 


2 small 
Large prolific orchard. In 
Suitable market 
Very good stone and|ers. 
Rates £5 8s. p.a. 


Box: 290.|32 Percy St. W.1. 


INDIANS in Britain! 
Public meeting on 


capable person. 
303. 


Dairy, 
Should they 


(Museum ¥277.) 


Bucks. 


REQUIRED. single person to man- 


Hall Hotel, nr, Royston, Herts. 


Box | and dietetic treatment, etc. Principal: 
Reg. J. Bailey, M.S.F., N.C.P., Osteo- 


path and Naturopath (ex-Maidstane 


Sun., Feb. 13, at 3 p.m.. at the Hol-/age small poultry farm adjoining}C.O.), 134 Hoppers Rd., Winchmore 
(Gray’s Inn Road, W.C.1).|hotel. Good wages and share of|Hill, N.21. Palmers Green 7868, by 
Prominent Indian and British speak-| profits. Would consider married | appointment. 
Organized by the Federation of}couple, wife to assist in hotel, Live SIGNWRITING; Interesting and 
Indian Associations in Great Britain,|in or out. Apply Manager, Foxton|Remunerative; Postal Course; Diplo- 


mas awarded. Stamp for Prospectus: 


double, in yillage Youth Hostel, 12 : Sylvester Studio BCM/Cat 
i 7 ee tional. SALESMAN-gardener, able drive, S, atesque, 
Sanne aa ae LAND AND COMMUNITY PERSONAL market garden, Te apne pe Mah a 
c i keen man, good cottage, roportional Represent- 
WYE VALLEY (and Forest of] ¢0. LANDWORKERS, marriea| CONTACT CORRESPONDENCE | 00d opening keen a Proy : 
3 Ried , q * “ ife willing help in house. Box 809.j/ation? Why is it so important fer 
Te, acres, Vie eines! Mig die {Men or single girls, Anyone inter- those desiring “aehecyiall saree MOTHE MASQUE THEATRE” re-| democrats? How would it help peace? 
trict. Delightful walking centre. pee Raa eae merged ships. Particulars, stamp, Secy., PN | quires actors able to work alternate taemation oon the P.R. Society, &2 
From £3. ‘Lindors,’” St. Briavels, farm atearke ner per A ea 19 Ty Fry Gardens, Rumney, Cardiff Ce eee ee ba ee ictoria . S.W.1. 
Glos. . apply Box 301. JOIN Victory Correspondence Club jie erty ay Ras ae Are you a regular reader of Peace 


EDUCATIONAL 

FIND RECREATION and new 
power to serve through speaking and 
writing. Correspondence (also visit) 
Jessons 5s., classes 1s. 6d. Dorothy 
Matthews, B.A., 82 Primrose Hill Rd., 
London, N.W.3. 

FREEMOUNT, Bacton, Hereford. 
Progressive education and communal] 
home from 5 years in lovely estate 
parkland. Individual care and tuition, 
modern health principles, own pro- 
duce. Katherine Young and Peter 
Young, M.A. (Cambs ' 


PACIFIST TENANT farmer re- 
quiring eash for purchase of addi- 
tional livestock wauld be glad to hear 


34 Honeywell Rd., 
genial pen-friends. 


WANTED BEGINNING March, 
part-time Organizer for Vera Brit- 
tain’s Letter, Blackheath office, in- 
eludes ope day’s personal secretarial 


S:W.11, for con- 
Stamp. 


from fellow pacifists willing to Joan 
£15 upwards, good interest. Box 289. 


LITERATURE, etc. 

GIFT FOR C.0.s in prison, ‘How 
Green Was My Valley.” Relatives 
write. Marshall, 21 Wheatlands Drive, 
Bradford, Yorks. 

BOOKS LOANED to €.0.s on land, 
etc.: without obligation. Write for 
list Marshall as above, 


ploughman, 


Box 300. 
EXPERIENCED 


printers. 
Box 304. 


SITUATIONS VACANT 


€.0. EMPLOYER requires tractor 
preferably 
contract work and/or one willing to 
go with threshing set. 


and layer on required by progressive 
5-day week, good wages. 


work per week in Chelsea. Shorthand- 
typing essential. Salary £2, Apply 
in writing, Secretary, 8 Orchard 
Drive, S§.E.3. 

WANTED, HOUSEKEEPER (must 
he vegetarian), with young child pre- 
ferred. Sewell, Ashcroft, Miliford 
Rd., Sidmouth. 

YOUNG MAN or woman wanted 
now or summer to teach in small new 
school central Sussex. Box 308. 


single, for 


Rugby area, 


Machine minder 


News? If not, write to 3 Blacksteck 
Rd., N.4, and we will arrange for you, 
to be supplied every week. 


| Do you read Peace News Pamphlets? 
| They are published at approximately 


monthly intervals, deal with subjects 
of topical interest, and cost only 1d. 
each, Ask your PN distributor about 
them, or in case of difficulty write to 
8 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


Heip to make more Peace News 
readers. Pass on your copy when you 
have finished with it. 


( 
\y 
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SSERVER’ CONTINUED 


Realities of 
Total War 


“No doubt there is less intention among the 
Allied troops of stripping the country than 
among the Germans; but the very high stan- 
dards of provisioning that are set, especially 
by the Americans, and the failure to impose 
any effective ban on spending by messes or 
individual soldiers, give the impression of an 
army of locusts.” 


_To imagine that a massive, first- 
hand impression of this kind can be 
removed by an extra dose of anti- 
Fascism, or an injection of ‘“demo- 
eracy” is ludicrous. 


The Unreal War 


WY HAT men need to get in their 
*¥ minds is the idea that, once 
total war is the argument, Demo- 
cracy and Fascism become barren 
slogans, irrelevant to the actual 
human experience that is being en- 


dured, That is, alas, too difficult a 
thought for the average human 
mind, That is, the kind of thought 


which corresponds to the actual ex- 
perience of the poor devils under the 
harrow of total war cannot find 
entrance into the minds of the 
belligerents. For it is a_ thought 
which makes nonsense of belligerency. 
The war of ideas is unreal: the 
reality is common human suffering. 


And even those who have the 
capacity to think this thought have 
difficulty in formulating it. There 
are crude practical approximations to 
it, as when we say that Democracy in 
fighting Fascism becomes Fascist. 
There are utterances of it by men of 
great spiritual insight, the true 
seers, like William Blake’s saying: 
“We become what we behold.” But 
these are abracadabra to the commop 
man. Nevertheless, in the furnace, of 
his common suffering a new vision 
and a new idiom may be forged. For 
behind all the paradox, all the dumb- 
ness, and all the disillusion present 
and to come, is the fact that in total 
war mankind has passed into a‘ new 
dimension of experience, And the 
consequence will be the mightiest of 
all revolutions. 


Nightmare of “Victory” 


qs it with the unfathomable suffer- 
“ ings ofthe starving millions of 
the word in mind that Gen, Mont- 
gomery wants to finish the war? Not 
at all. He has ceased to enjoy it. 
Italy has not been a Libyan picnic. 
Nor will the assault in Europe be. 
The Spaniards, who have the most 
cogent reasons for trying to guess 
right, think that we have “at best a 
fifty-fifty chance of success” (Times, 
Feb. 3). It we succeed in this 
terrible gamble, we have the chaos of 
Wurope on our hands. If we fail— 
thon there is no alternative but a 
patched-up peace of some sort, while 
all-Europe, Germany included, tries 
to heal its deep and lasting wounds. 
We have reached the point where 
“victory” is become the biggest 
nightmare of oll. 

“Even the Volksdeutsche and the 
foreigners fight almost as hard as the 
Germans themselves” (Times, Feb. 
5). And on the previous day the 
leader in The Times raised the 
radical question whether the United 
Nations are capable of executing 
their own strategy. 


How to Play Poker 


NE of Russia’s chief functions in this 
transitional ang chaotic world. is to call 
the blufis. Some of the bluffs she calls are not 
wholly bluffs—only 95% or so—like religion: 
or “15% —like nationalism, There is a solid 
residue in the one of real and rare loyalty to 
et for which the best name is God; in the 
er, of real and less rare affection for the 
system of values expressed in a people’s idiom 
of language, its ways of life, its conventions, 
its reticences, the shape of its countryside—in 
a word, its character and personality. 

Apart from this, the bluff of umpteen sove- 
reign and independent nations has little behind 
it. Russia has now called it with a thud. Like 
the heathen Chinee, she has produced 16 sove- 
reign and independent nations from her capa- 
cious sleeve. With a perfect poker face, she 
has laid them on the conference table. What 
wil! the diplomats and the Foreign Offices do 
now, poor things? Will she have scared the 
British Commonwealth into unity, Europe into 
federation, or the United States into imitation? 
Anyhow, this is a major event in the world- 
wide process of accommodating thought to 
reality. 


DO YOU KNOW THE LAW ? 


The number of Statutory Rules and Orders 
pifmted by the Government in 1942 was 1,953, 
and that for 1943 was 1,379, said the Premier 
in the Commong on Jan, 18. 


“Let Small 


Nations Show Way to Peace” 


TURKISH PROPOSAL FOR A NEW 
KIND OF CONFERENCE 


UDAPEST radio reported on Jan, 28 that iM, Yalchin, editor of the 
Ankara newspaper Tan, in an editorial on the role of the small 


nations in European affairs, 


had proposed 


“a conference of the 


small nations of Europe” to discuss post-war problems and to formulate 


proposals, for transmission to the great Powers, for a lasting peace in 


Europe. 

The smalj nations could not hope to 
influence events by military means, 
he said, but they might exert a 


powerful influence in conference 
together. 
The Hungarian press commented 


favourably on the proposal, one Buda- 
pest daily stating “that the small 
nations were more open to human 
considerations, to human intelligence, 
than the great Powers, and might 


well be able to show them the way to | 


peace.” 

M. Yalchin, the author of the preposa!, is a 
leading Turkish publicist with many important 
connections with this country. He has visited 
Britain during the present war. 


The remaining European neutrals are Eire, 
Sweden, Switzerland, Portugal, Spain, Turkey, 
and the Vatican. Regional conferences of 
smal] nations have been held before—the Os!o 
Group before the war, for example, but 
nothing so ambitious as the present proposal 
has been attempted, 


‘PEACE NOW” MOVEMENT 
& 


“Do not have it on your conscience 
that you did nothing to stop the 
slaughter” is the appeal made in one 
of the leaflets which (as reported.in 
PN last week) the American organ- 
ization called Peace Now is distribut- 
ing widely. 

Other appeals (according to the Manchester 
E. News, Jan. 26) are: 

“How many times a day do you wish the 
war was over?” and 

“Tell your friends about us and start a 
group in your neighbourhood to demand an 
armistice ang a decent negotiated peace.” 


Bishop on “ Christian 


Feeling” Against 
Allied Raids 


Suggesting that the present Allied 
bombing policy goes beyond the bomb- 
ing of military objectives (which he 


justifies “to hasten the end of the ; 


war’), the Bishop of Wakefield, Dr. 
C. R. Hone, writes in his Diocesan 
Magazine that he is glad protests are 
being made against that policy. 

The D. Mail, Feb. 5, quotes him as 
saying that “Phe Government should 
be made aware of how strong Chris- 
tian feeling is on this matter,” and 


asking “Could we justify the whole- ; 


sale bombing which we rightly con- 
demned as brutal and inhuman when 
the Germans practised it on our own 
cities, and on Warsaw, Belgrade, and 
Rotterdam?” 


WOMEN AND WAR 


ITHOUT laying claim to being 

either a psychologist or a 

feminist, may I suggest that 
there is nothing surprising in the fact 
that “among those who call for ruth- 
less treatment of Germany women 
vastly predominate over men” (Ob- 
server’s Commentary, Jan. 21). 

It is commonly agreed that in their 
biological partnership man makes the 
predominantly intellectual and woman 
the predominantly instinctive contri- 
bution (though in neither case ex- 
clusively so}, and that the reaction 
of the mother, and, amone humans, 
the potential mother, injured in her 
offspring, is the same throughout 
creation. It is the bitter resentment 
of a creature betrayed in its very 
nature. 

It would seem important for the 
average man to grasp this, For with 
the evolution of modern, totalitarian 
militarism—a power that invades the 
home and demands of the home- 


maker, not only her husband and 
grown sons, but herself, her 
daughters, the very infant in the 


cradle, and the home itself—with 
this as man’s final, and indeed at 
present sole solution of the social, 
economic, and racial problems which 
confront him, it is obvious that his 
side of the partnership has broken 
down. He is no longer contributing 
the intellectual strength or wise 


vision which won him leadership in 


conditionally registered COs as a class 


|are already included in the provisions 
| of, the Bill. 


Reinstatement Hope 
Fades 


EN view of the strong line taken by 

the Government against extending 
the Reinstatement in Civil Employ- 
ment Bill to Civil Defence volunteers 
and to those who served through the | 
“blitz,” there seems little hope that | 


C.O.s’ Jobs 


will be allowed to come within its 
scope. Men in the Non-Combatant j 
Corps and those enrolled in a Civil | 
Defence Foree (such as the NFS) 
under the National Service Act, 1941, 


* 


“Frank Leech, who is serving a 60-days 
sentence at Barlinnie Prison, Glasgow, for 
refusing to firewatch, has not eaten since last 
Monday as a protest against conscription,” 
reported the D. Mail, Feb. 7. 


The appeal of George P. Elphick, of Lewes, 
against the sentence of £10 or two months 
imposed at his eighth prosecution for refusing 
fire-guard duties is to be heard by the Quarter 
Sessions Appeals Committee for East Sussex 
on Mar. 4. 

The case of 2 23-year-old Czech was con- 
sidered by the first (London) Division of the 
Appellate Tribunal on Feb. 2, when he appealed 
against removal from the register of COs. 
Until May 1939, he had worked for his father’s 
clothing business in Germany. Since then he 
had been in this country making chemical 
foodstuffs. A believer in passive resistance, he 
instanced the Ruhr Strike in 1923. He was, 
however, refused exemption. 


EX-PRISONERS REGISTERED 


Four members of the Friends 
Ambulance Unit, who had not had 
their CO claims heard when they left 
for Finland four years ago, and who 
have recently been repatriated from 
a German prison camp, have had a 
session of the Fulham tribunal to 
themselves (reports The Friend, 
Jan. 21). 


“The tribunal was disposed to be friendly, 
but would not register any of the men witheut 
conditions. Martin Lidbetter had some diffi- 
culty in persuading the tribunal that his best 
service to the community in the present cir- 
cumstances was through his profession, but he 
was finally registered on condition that he 
practiseqG as an architect. The other three 
(Oswald Dick, Maurice Woodhead, and Tom 
Burns) were exempted on cendition of con- 
tinuing their work with the FAU.” 

The same tribunal, on Jan. 20, registered 
Dr. Alan Reese, of Welthouse Hospital, Barnet, 
for non-combatant duties. The chairman, Sir 
Gerald Hargreaves, described as “intangible” 
his fear that “if he were in the RAMC, he 
might not be permitted to carry out treatment 
according to his views’? about the need for 
psycho'ogical care (according to the Evening 
Standard). 


{ 


the past; and by allowing the frre- 
sponsible, exhibitionists and adoles- 
cent elements of his own sex free 
play to impose upon the world a cult 
of power and violence, he is forfeiting 
the respect and, finally, the trust of 
his partner. 


Moreover, his is a_ self-defeating 
policy. That, perhaps, is the most 
hopeful thing that can be said for it. 


And here France provides us with something 
like a beacon in our night. When, after the 
wars of the Revolution and the Empire, France 
had lost 3 million of the best and youngest of 
her male population, the women became con- 
scious (in the words of M. Jean-Richard Bloch) 
of their “crushing superiority’; they, with the 
aid of the clergy, then took “‘the education of 
the children into their own hands, and assumed 
for a century. the secret control of family, 
public business, and society’; France being 
thus “condemned by the best statisticians to 
remain, unti] the end of the 19th century, a 
country dominated by women.” 

Women in countries dominated during that 
century by the adolescent exhibitionist type of 
male may feel that France is not entirely to 
be pitied; indeed that she may, as a direct 
result of that peaceful permeation, take a 
leading part in the coming renascence of 
Europe. 

Meantime, is it—or is it not?—-significant 
that the names of proposeqd members of the 
British Birth-rate Commission, published re- 
cent y in the press, did not include that of any 
woman? Is it merely a topic for discussion by 
military, theological, and scientific experts? 

Do pacifisis really see NO challenze—no 
point at which they join ‘issue, with all the 
wisdom of serpents and gentleness of doves 
but with the unswerving persistence of the 
dropping water that wears away the stone, 
with the sheer- gift of a British Birth-rate 
Commission ? 


Dorothy Plowman 


lf We Promised 


A Just Peace 
‘WOULD SHORTEN WAR’ 


“TN order to bring the present con- 

flict, with its incalculable 
misery, destruction, and waste, to an 
end at, the earliest possible moment,” 
it was resolved by a meeting in the 
Picton Hall, Liverpool, on Jan. 30, 
‘that the maximum use should be 
made of political and economie pro- 
nouncements to the peoples of the 
world.” 

The speakers, R. R, Stokes, MP, 
and Rhys J. Davies, MP, both con- 
sidered that the positing of humane 
and just peace terms would under- 
mine the force of enemy propaganda 
and shorten the war, 


Friends Will Watch 
U.S. Legislation 


The TaftGillette Resolution in- 
viting the US Senate to support the 
feeding of Occupied Europe is ex- 
pected to be one of the first concerns 
of a new organization—the first of its 
kind in America—called the Friends 


Committee on National Legislation, 
Described by the Dec. Conscientious Objector 
(a New York month’y) as “a direct outgrowth’” 
of the Quaker committee “which was respon- 
sible for negotiations with ithe Government at 
the time the draft law was formulated,” the 


| new committee “‘will perform a twofold pur- 
j pose in the 


nation’s 
Friends to Government 
Government to Friends.” 
issued says: 

“The Committee wishes to emphasize strongly 
that it does not intend te establish a lobby 
operating on a basis of potitieal pressure. It 
expecis:to work in the manner and spirit of 
Friends, presenting our point of view to indi- 
vidual members of the House and Senate and, 
when occasion arises, to administrative 
officials; using methods of quiet influence 
through personal contatts and persuasion to 
win the assent of reasonable minds and enlist 
sympathies with the objectives sought.” 

The Executive Secretary, E. Raymond Wil- 
son, is an expert on international questions. 


PRISON PAMPHLETS 


“Imagination,” says Vera Brittain in her 
introduction to the second of these pamphlets, 
“is demanded in remembering the very exist- 
ence of those who have been put away.’’ More 
active imagination than the ordinary man can 
compass. Thus it is at moments when there is 
an influx into the prisons of men and women 
who would normally be outside them that there 
is the best chance of awakening public concern. 
These two pamphlets are the outcome of the 
experiences of COs. 

“Prison Impressions” (6d., C. A. Earl, 3 
Molyneux Rd., Farncombe, Surrey) gives an 
admirably objective account of prison condi- 
tions as experienced by educated men who are 
physically fit. The sense of exile, the dreadful 
monotony of the Sunday, the sub-normal nutri- 
tion, the stench, the shocking inadequacy of 
sanitary arrangements are the chief items in 
the indictment. 

“Prisoners” Circle’ (1s., Prison Medical 
Reform Council, 5 Lower Camden, Chislehurst, 
Kent) reports, on convincing individual evi- 
dence, the dangerous insufficiency of the medi- 
cal care given to those in need of it. 

Both are valuable documents, free from any 
trace of exaggerated self-pity. 

“How often have you spared a thought for 
those behind the grim grey walls of our prison 
establishments?” asks Stuart Morris. in a 
foreword to “‘Nutshe!] Notes on Prison Reform” 
(Northern Lights Press, 16 Park Parade, 
Harrogate, 1s. 6d.)—a pamphlet “with prison 
poems: The Maidstone Muses, by Alan Had- 
field and others’ which should, in an unusual! 
way, stimulate thought on the subject. 


C.0. BOARDS’ HELP 


Graham Thomas's statement (on why the 
Welsh Council of Peace was launched—PN, 
Jan. 21) that there is ‘“‘no central office to 
which any pacifist in the Principality can turn 
for advice, assistance, or information” prompts 
the sécretary of the S. Wales Regional Board 
for COs (Walter R, Cawley, Llanishen House. 
Llanishen, G!am.) to draw attention to the 
faciities provided by his organization and the 
N. Wales Regional Board. “We are prepared 
to support fully’’ the proposed Council, he 


adds. 
ADVISORY BUREAUX 


Bristo!. and South-Western Regional Secre- 
tary.— Will B. Cushnie, 3 Goldney Rd., Bristol 
8. (Bristol 23800.) 

Chelmsford.—_Mrs. Doris Smith, 63 Galley- 
wood Rd.. Chelmsford 

Greenock.—Wm. MelLel'an, 9 Lauriston St., 
Greenock. 

Ilford (covering Newbury Park, Barkinegside, 
Seven Kings and Goodmayes).-—Albert Roads, 
49 Sackville Gdns., Ilford. 

Liandudso individual adviser—Richard New- 
ton. Severp- House, Harcourt Rd., Craig-y-Don. 

Paddington (covering W.2, 9. 10 and 11).— 
Robert Foster, 41 Moorhouse Rd., W.2. 

Pontypridd.—Alec Maclean, 14 Tyfica Rd., 
Pontypridd 

Putney ang Barnes.—David A. H. Ritchie, 
57 Rusholme Rd.. S.W.15. 

Stourbridge.—Herbert Hughes, Grange Lane, 
Stourbridge. 

Watford.—C. S. Deverell, Wayside Cottage, 
Letchmore Heath. 
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